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dozen men sprang upon a digger who was carrying a fortune
on him, and shouted * Hands up !' or * Bail up !' he would tell
them to go to a bad place, and feel for his own revolver. But
before he could get his hand to his waist he was a dead man,
and his body lay in the dust, ticketed with a warning to all
rash fellows who should dare to disobey a bushranger. After
a long series of such cold-blooded murders, only those men
;vho loved their gold more than life would hesitate about the
Lhrowing-up of hands.

The bushrangers had another ugly way of enforcing
obedience. If their prisoners showed any signs of restlessness
while their pack-saddles were being searched, they were
promptly tied up to the nearest trees under pain of being shot
if they resisted further. It was not pleasant to be * tied up *
on a Bush path, ten miles, .perhaps, from the nearest squatter's
hut and fifty from the nearest town or settlement. The long,
wailing * Coo-ees !' of those poor abandoned wretches might
never reach the ears of a friendly human being, and grew
faint and fainter until they ended hi the gasp of death. There
are many records of men left like this in the lonely Bush,
having been starved to death, or stung to death by the terrible
red ants, or turned raving mad before help reached them.
Most people preferred to surrender unconditionally, and to sit
still and quiet while they were robbed of all their wealth,
rather than run the risk of being tied up or shot like a dog.
One must realize this loneliness and isolation of life in the
early days of Australia, and the wildness of the Bush and hills
before one can understand the daring exploits of the bush-
rangers and the little resistance that was offered them.

Rough and brutal men as most of them were, they had
sufficient good sense to avoid violence when not strictly
a necessity, from their point of view, and to keep on good
terms, as far as possible, with people who were not worth
robbing. Some of them, indeed, like * Jackey Jackey' (the
gentleman bushranger, as he was called), Captain Melville,
Johnny Gilbert, Frank Gardner, and other famous characters